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Chapter 1
(pages 1-8)

Michelle https://youtu.be/RbnJGVwtJ_Q ● Whenever Malian’s grandfather,
Grampa Roy, taps his index finger on
his chin, he is about to tell a story. His
first story (pp. 10–13) is about what the
village dogs do when they are left on
their own: “They’d put on clothes / we
left behind / and some of them / were
walking around / on their hind legs” (p.
12). What did Red Hawk learn from this
experience? Why do you think Grampa
Roy told this story to Malian?

● Malian and her grandparents receive a
package of their favorite cookies from

Chapter 2
(pages 9-17)

Michelle https://youtu.be/nS9UFzUdIhs

Chapter 3
(pages 18-25)

Patty https://drive.google.com/file/d/111Li4Eh1XqaPJ
-g-k3CcG-N4aRm5O_Rj/view?usp=drive_link

Chapter 4
(pages 26-38)

Patty https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u5esOLj6M_W
AlOzZKI1NXSHOevSNXdQ6/view?usp=drive_li
nk
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Malian’s parents, along with a note that
reads, “We miss you so much, / but
we’re glad you’re there. / That’s the way
our Creator / meant it to be, that one
day, / young people might know / the
blessing of being able / to take care of
those / who cared for them / when they
were young” (pp. 23–24) In what ways
does Malian take care of her
grandparents? In what ways do they
take care of her?

● While eating frybread with her
grandmother, Malian learns about her
mother’s upbringing. Why was her
mother taken away from the reservation
and raised by white people? How would
you feel if you were taken away from
your home and raised by people from
another culture?

Chapter 5
(pages 39-59)

Lynne Rez Dogs Chapter 5
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Chapter 6
(pages 60-76)

Lynne Rez Dogs Chapter 6 ● Malian’s grandfather tells her the story
of how it came to be that dogs “are the
only animals / on this old land / who’ve
always lived / with us human beings” (p.
68). Why do you think he told her this
story? What does this story mean to
you?

● Grandma tells Malian a story about a
young moose who accepts a pipe when
no other moose would. Although Malian
has heard the story before, she asks to
hear it because she believes one can
learn something new from a story each
time. What do you think she learns from
the story this time? Are there any
stories you like to hear over and over

Chapter 7
(pages 77-95)

Tara

Chapter 8
(pages
96-105)

Tara
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again? Why?
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Chapter 9
(pages
106-120)

Courtne
y

https://youtu.be/KCbgEgpRppw?si=I1Hjwc7TtZ
4pfJmK

● When Malian and her grandparents look
through the photo album, she learns
some new things about her family and
also about her great-great-grampa’s
dog, Wolf. Which picture made the
biggest impression on Malian? Have
you ever learned something new about
your family from looking at family
pictures? What was it? Did it change
how you thought about someone in your
family?

Chapter 10
(pages
121-137)

Martha Chapter 10

Chapter 11
(pages
128-148)

Martha Chapter 11
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Chapter 12
(pages
149-158)

Kira Chapter 12 ● After her teacher, Ms. Mendelson, tells
a story about running in fear from a
Black person, and apologizes to the
class, she says their last assignment
will be for each person to share
“whatever it is you want us to know /
about you and your family” (p. 166).
How does Malian decide which story to
tell, and what is the response to it? Do
you think Malian will end up being a
storyteller like her grandparents? Why
or why not?

● When the time comes for Malian to
leave the reservation, she tells Malsum
that her parents said he could go back
to the city with her. They communicate
without words. What do you think
Malsum’s response was and why?

Chapter 13
(pages
159-169)

Kira Chapter 13

Chapter 14
(pages
170-179)

Sara https://youtu.be/m0KOkgzlqTg

Chapter 15
(pages
180-185)

Sara https://youtu.be/NnoN1R0-3R8
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