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The Importance of a
Strong Foundation

Just like in
construction, it is im-
portant to build skills
on a strong founda-
tion. For math, that
foundation is knowing
math facts. Whether
addition, subtraction,
multiplication, or divi-
sion, a child who has
committed facts to
memory can then fo-
cus on new mathe-
matical concepts
rather than get
bogged down by
counting fingers. In
language arts, a
strong foundation is
based on understand-
ing phonetic con-
cepts, Dbuilding a
strong vocabulary,
and developing criti-
cal thinking skills. In
both math and lan-
guage arts, the key is
practice, practice,
practice. Here are
some websites to help
you encourage your
child to practice math
and language arts
skills. Please go on
the websites first, so
that you can choose
the appropriate level,
since most sites deal
with all academic lev-
els. Click on class-
room resources.

Everydaymath.com
Www.oswego.org
Readwritethink.org

Tarheelreader.com

LAS 2009-2010 Title |
Program Launched

LAS’s Title I pro-
gram was launched in late
November, and is now
well underway. We are
currently providing in-
structional support to stu-
dents in grades 1 through 5
in the areas of math and
language arts. We would
like to welcome our Title I
Instructor, Mrs. Mary Du-
rant, to our staff. Mrs. Du-
rant is no stranger to LAS.
She had previously worked
as a Teacher’s Assistant for
two years. Mrs. Durant is a
Highly OQualified Teacher,
recently receiving her de-
gree in education from
Franklin Pierce University.
She is certified in Elemen-
tary Education, K—8. We
welcome her to our staff.

Title I eligible stu-
dents are receiving in class
support for 30 minutes, 3
times a week in language
arts (writing) and/or math,
depending on a student’s
individual needs.

All types of aca-

Do vyou have
questions about the Title
I program? Then visit
our link on the LAS web-
site. If you go to the LAS
website’s main page,
you will see the link for
READING on the Ileft
hand side. This is Mrs.

demic support are a col-
laboration among many
different people. Mrs. Du-
rant and Mrs. Antlitz com-
municate regularly with
your child’s classroom
teacher to determine spe-
cific skills that need sup-
port. Ms. Robinson and
Mrs. Szeliga are available
for consultation regarding
math and language arts
(writing) instruction. The
Parent Compact (See arti-
cle, “What is the Parent
Compact?”) is a promise to
include parents and stu-
dents in that collaborative
effort.

In the coming
week or so, you can expect
to receive a brief update on
how your child’s Title I sup-
port has been going. If you
at any time have any ques-
tions, feel free to contact
either Mrs. Durant or Mrs.
Antlitz. We can be reached
via e-mail at:
mdurant@sau2l.org
pantlitz@sau2l.org
or phone (926-2539).

Our Website Link

Antlitz’ (my) teacher
page, which has links to
Title I, reading re-
sources, and Fundations
information. You can tell
that it is under construc-
tion, and new informa-
tion is being added
regularly, so check it out

What is the Parent
Compact?

You may have no-
ticed that your child came
home with a paper called
the “Parent Compact”.
This Parent Compact is a
contract among the stu-
dent, their parent(s) and
the LAS staff. Itis an agree-
ment that focuses on setting
clear goals and expecta-
tions for increasing student
achievement as well as
fostering positive commu-
nication. Mrs. Durant has
reviewed these expecta-
tions with all of her Title I
students. The second as-
pect of this compact is for
parents to have a similar,
follow-up conversation with
their child about school
expectations and student
responsibilities that will
help them to be academi-
cally successful. We en-
courage you to have an
open conversation with
your child, and then sign
and return the Parent Com-
pact. It will be kept in your
child’s Title I folder for fu-
ture reference.

frequently. My goal is to
expand this page so that
it functions as a resource
for all foundational
learning (reading, lan-
guage arts, and math). I
welcome your input in
how I can make this
page helpful and useful.
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